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INTRODUCTION

The following report presents the results of an intensive archeological
survey of portions of the Advance Measures Flood Control Project proposed by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District. The research was completed by
Gilbert/Commonwealth as Delivery Order No. 0004 of Contract No. DACW35-87-
D-0043. Donald J. Weir served as Principal Investigator. James Robertson
directed the fieldwork, and was assisted by Beverly E. Bastian and Steve Sanderson.
The plowing and disking activities were directed by J. Towler. The investigation
was conducted between August 31 and September 7, 1987. The area covered by the
survey measures approximately 40,627 square meters. Twenty person-days were

expended completing the fieldwork.

The area under investigation is located in Hampton Township (T14N,
R6W), Bay County, Michigan (Figures 1 and 2). The scope of work issued by the
Corps of Engineers required that portions of the project area be surveyed to
determine the existence of potentially significant archeological and historical
sites. The investigation was conducted pursuant to the provisions of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (P.L. 89665), as amended; the Archeological
Resource Protection Act of 1979 (P.L. 96-95); and 36 CFR800, 36 CFR Part 6",

During 1987, Caminos Associates (Prahl 1987) conducted an intensive
survey of the majority of the area to be affected by the Advance Measures Flood
Control Project in Hampton Township. The work which is the subject of this report
covers portions of this same area. Prahl (1987:1) identified three major biotic
communities within the project area: beach, dune ridges, and wet prairies or
wetland. When considering the "land-water" relationship of the area, Prahl
concluded that the dune ridge and climax oak forest traversed by the project was
the logical zone of prehistoric and early historic occupation. The area surveyed by
Gilbert/Commonwealth crossed both wetlands and dune ridges. These areas were
occupied by cover ranging from cultivated fields to wood lots of moderate density.
In total, the corridor segments investigated encompassed 12 acres, or approxi-
mately 11,500 linear feet, with a width varying from about 15 to 50 feet. About 6
acres (approximately 55,000 linear feet) of the corridor segme: s surveyed were in

USCOE-Hampt 1/ES-80
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cultivated fields currently in crops. The remaining 6 acres (approximately 6,000

linear feet) were unimproved land and residential lots.

The scope of work provided by the Corps of Engineers outlined the
survey strategy to be used for each of the segments. This consisted of either plow,
disk, and walk or shovel testing. Table 1 outlines these requirements by segments.
The field methodology section of this report describes the work completed for each

of the segments.

The work completed for this project resulted in the location of no
archeological or historical material of significance and no sites meeting the
eligibility requirements for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
Based on this finding, it is recommended that the project be allowed to proceed.

USCOE-Hampt 2/ES-80
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TABLE 1
CORRIDOR SEGMENTS

Sheet Number(s)*

Station(s) Construc- Real Survey Segment

Description Priority tion Estate Technique No.
417+15(P)- 5 6-8 35-37 Plow, disk & 1
378+28(P) walk
1+58(S)- 5 10-11 39-40 Plow, disk & 2
16+04(S) walk
16+04(S)- 5 11 40 Shovel test 3
22+34(S)
22+34(S)- 5 11-12 40-41 Plow, disk & 4
26+45(S) walk
296+27(P)- 4 12-13 41-42 Shovel test 5
289+60(P)
279+14(P)- 2 13 42 Shovel test 6
277+35(P)
269+90(P)- 1 14 43 Shovel test 7
265+80(P)
263+17(P)- 3 14-16 43-45 Shovel test 8
225+86(P)

*Sheet Numbers refer to the Detroit District Corps of Engineers Construction/Real
Estate Drawings, Hampton Township Advance Measures Flood Control Project,
dated June 2, 1987, sheets 1-58 of 58.

USCOE 1/ES-80
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

A detailed discussion of the project area, including its geology and soils,
is presented in Caminos Associates' report on the prior investigations in the area
(Prahl 1987:3-12). Most important for an understanding of the cultural history of
the area is the discussion of the glacial history of the Saginaw Bay area. The
highest elevation encountered during the survey was at 585 ft above mean sea level
(amsl) and was assumed to be remnant beach ridges. The Algoma beach line at 595
ft amsl is located south of the project area along highway M-25 (Lovis 1986; Prahl
1987). The soils of the area reflect its glacial history, and are highly sandy in
nature. Both windborne and water-laid sands are present in the coastal dune line in
the project area. South of this a wetland prairie exists (Prahl 1987:9).

The prehistoric and historical background provided in Caminos
Associates' report (Prahl 1987:12-24) details some 12,000 years of human occupa-
tion for the region. However, it is only after 3,000 B.P. that the project area
became available for human use. It is expected that cultural remains, should they

be located in the project area, would date ° t least this time. Prahl (1987:12)
notes that the Jahrman Ranch site (20BY located east of the project area
above the 585 ft amsl elevation, points to t! ossibility of Late Archaic deposits

in the project vicinity. Michigan State University's recent work in Bay City has
done much to clarify the nature of the Archaic occupation in the region (Lovis
1986). Caminos Associates also notes that several sites in the region contain Late
Woodland components, such as the Fletcher site and the Trombley site (Prahl
1987:18 and Figure 9).

As is detailed in the Historical Consideration section of the prior report
for the project, the area under consideration has been modified less than the rest
of Hampton Township (Prahl 1987:23). The areas along the shore have been
developed for recreational activities within the last 60 years. This includes the
construction of both year-around houses, cottages and the remains of such
commercial activities as marinas. The farming enterprises that exist were the
result of widespread draining by 1874 (Prahl 1987:20). However, at the time of this
survey (fall 1987) several of the agricultural parcels showed evidence of spring

USCOE-Hampt 1/ES-80



plowing but were not planted and were left to weeds. If this reflects the general
downturn of agriculture as a business in the area or a reflection of the unusually
high water that was present in the area in the fall of 1986 is not known.

USCOE-Hampt 2/ES-80



FIELD METHODOLOGY

Survey techniques were prescribed by the scope of work issued by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District. Where indicated and possible, the
entire width and length of corridor segments were plowed, disked, and walked.
Using the real estate sheet maps provided by the Corps of Engineers, corridor
segments were located and flagged accordingly. Plowing and disking was confined
to a depth of no greater than 1 foot below the existing ground surface. The
exposed surface was walked immediately after plowing and disking and again after
the surfaces were allowed to weather 1-3 days. A minimum of three transects
spaced no less than 5 meters apart were walked parallel to all dike alignments

surveyed in this fashion.

All remaining areas were to be shovel tested in the following manner.
Shovel test units measuring 30 x 30 ecm were to be excavated to a depth of not less
than 30 cm whenever possible. The contents of cach test unit were to be screened
through 1/4-inch hardware cloth and the soils mapped. A !'2 x 15 meter sampling
grid was to be employed with test units spaced 12 meters apart parallel to each
other within the width of the corridor segment, and successive units spaced at 15
meter intervals. Where the corridor was less than 12 meters wide, a single
transect of shovel tests spaced 15 meters apart was to be placed on the centerline

of the corridor.

These shovel testing techniques were employed by the
Gilbert/Commonwealth field crew on August 31-September 2, 1987, with one
modification. The contents of active beach soils, disturbed soils, and fill episodes
in shovel test units were not screened but only examined to verify the nature of the
deposit; artifacts from these contexts would be of ton recent origin to justify the
time required to process them through hardware cloth. Shovel test units were
mapped directly on the real estate sheet maps. Each shovel test was assigned a
number corresponding to the sheet number and its position on the map.

USCOE Hampt 1/ES-80
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Based upon the survey results of August 31-September 2 and consulta-
tion with Mr. Keith Ryder, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Archeologist, Chicago
District, who served as a consultant to the Detroit District, several modifications
were made in the survey techniques described above. These modifications are
discussed separately in the next section as they pertain to each corridor segment

investigated during the period September 3-September 7.
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FIELD INVESTIGATIONS AND SURVEY RESULTS

CORRIDOR SEGMENT 1 (Figures 3, 4 and 5)

The stationing description for this corridor segment is 417+15(P) -
378+28(P) and is shown on real estate sheets 35-37. The total length of the
corridor segment as measured at the centerline is 3850 linear feet. This corridor
segment is located south of the 585-foot amsl beach ridge that parallels the
Saginaw Bay shoreline in the project area. Soils are limited to Essexville loamy
sands (Weesies 1984). All portions have been cultivated in the past but are fallow
at present. Vegetation consists of willows, small shrubs, and dense weeds. The
thickness of this vegetation required the use of a brush hog to prepare the corridor
segment for plowing. Both activities were accomplished on September 2, 1987,
with disking on the morning of September 3. For additional descriptive purposes

this corridor segment is divided into subsegments A and B.

Subsegment A is the "L-shaped" area bordering the north and east edges
of the Badour property (Parcel No. 400-045) on real estate maps 35 and 36. The
corridor subsegment is 45 feet wide along its entire 2550-foot length. A
45-foot-wide path was plowed here, exclusive of the ditch at the southern terminus
of the corridor subsegment and a deep drainage pathway that the plow and disk
could not negotiate. This latter area is just west of the corner of the "L." Four
transects spaced 3 meters apart were walked immediately after disking. The
second walkover was conducted on the afternoon of September 4, 1387. Three
transects spaced 4 meters apart were walked at this time. No cultural remains
were recovered during either walkover. The only noteworthy observation pertain-
ing to this area is the presence of disturbed soils along the east half of the north-
south section. These soils are apparently dredgings from the ditch immediately
adjacent to the field.

Subsegment B is an east-west running corridor subsegment on
Consumers Power Company prcperty, as shown on real estate sheets 36 and 37.
The majority of this 1300-foot-long corridor subsegment is 43 feet wide. It does,
however, widen to 52 feet about 175 feet from its eastern terminus at Finn Road

10
USCOE Hampt 3/ES-80
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and then narrows to 31 feet at the latter point. A 45-foot-wide path was plowed
and disked, exclusive of the drainage ditches near each end of the corridor
subsegment. Six transects spaced 2 meters apart were walked immediately after
plowing and disking on September 3, 1987, and again on the afternoon of September
4, 1987. No cultural materials were found, and no major disturbances were noted.

CORRIDOR SEGMENTS 2 AND 4 (Figures 6, 7 and 8 )

The stationing description for corridor segment 2 is 1+58(S) - 16+04(S)
and is shown on real estate maps 39 and 40. This 45-foot-wide segment begins at
Meilan Road on the west and runs 1250 feet to the east, ending just short of an
abandoned residence. A shed and barn lie to the east of this structure. A dirt
road, very light weeds, and standing corn are present within the corridor segment.
Corridor segment 4 begins just east of the barn and runs east and then south to a
ditch for a total length of 450 feet. The stationing description for this corridor
segment is 22+34(S) - 26+45(S) and is shown on real estate maps 40 and 41.
Standing corn, light weeds, a ditch, and a levee lie within the corridor. The width
of this segment, exclusive of the present ditch and levee, is 28 feet.

The Gilbert/Commonwealth field crew was denied access to these
segments (Parcel No. 042-400-010) by the property owner, Mr. Art Wild, until the
afternoon of September 3, 1987. In order to facilitate completion of these
segments, the survey strategy was slightly altered, with the approval of
Mr. Keith Ryder (personal communication to Mr. D.J. Weir, September 4, 1987).
The initial walkover was made on September 4, 1987, prior to plowing. Surface
visibility on the dirt road was nearly 100 percent, in the weeds 30 percent, and in
the standing corn 80 percent. Four transects spaced 3 meters apart were walked in
segment 2 and four transects spaced 2 meters apart were walked in segment 4. A
45-foot-wide path in segment 2 and a 28-foot-wide path in segment ¢ were
subsequently plowed and disked on September 5, 1987. A second walkover was
made or: September 7 with the same number of transects at the same intervals.
Neither walkover produced cultural materials. In comparison to the Essexville
sandy loam found in segment 1, the soils of segments 2 and 4 had a much higher
percentage of sand. This directly reflects the location of these segments
immediately to the south of the 585-foot amsl beach ridge.

14
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CORRIDOR SEGMENT 3 (Figure 7)
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